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Ublon  of  the  Departed  Souls  of  the  Allied  and  Japanese  Soldiers j 

An  Episode  Revealed  on  tho  Landing  of  the  Allied  Forces. 

$ 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  inst.  in  a  drizzling  autumn  rein,  one 
jeep  drew  up  beforo  tho  Jugan  Temple  of  the  Jodo  sect  of  Buddhism, 
8-Chomo,  Tani-machi,  South  *ard,  Osaka  and  at  once  an  M.P.  with  an 
automatic  rifle  under  his  arm  stood  solemnly  on  guard  in  front  of  the 
main  building  of  the  Temple.  By  this  strange  sight  for  tho  first  time 
e  touching  story  concerning  P.O.W.s  of  the  Allied  Forcos  was  revealed 
to  tho  public.  On  both  sides  of  the  anoiont  image  of  this  Toraple  which 
has  a  great  history  of  Seven  C0nturies ,  thero  were  laid  in  state  largo 
unvarnished  wooden  boxes  on  which  wero  marked  U.S.  485»  British  381, 
etc.  In  those  boxes  were  the  ashes  of  the  P.O.W.s  of  the  Allied  Forces 
—  U.S.A.,  British,  Dutch,  Canadian.  Australian,  Indian,  etc.  — 
nunboring  1091,  who  had  roost  unfortunately  died  in  Japeneso  F.O.W,  Camps 
in  the  Southern  Aroas  or  in  Japan  Propor.  At  the  back  of  them  were  laid 
in  lots  rows  tho  remains  of  mere  than  two  thousand  Japanese  soldiers,  who 
wore  natives  of  Osaka  Prefecture,  end  thus  in  this  rather  small  temple 
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hall,  the  remains  of  the  departed  heroes  who  had  been  enemies  only 

yesterdey  wore  laid  side  by  side  in  friendly  pcBco. 

Three  years  aGo,  when  the  Fev.  YAiAGUCHI.shinaei ,  Chief  Priest  of 

the  Temple  was,  as  he  hafl  beon  up  to  this  moraontj in  military  service  as 
a  sor gee nt -major,  of  the  Headquarters  of  tho  Osaka  Regimental  District 
he  was  asked  by  Colonel  Comandcr  of  tho  Osoka  P.O.W.  Ccmps  to 

take  charge  of  theso  ashes  of  the  deooesod  P.O.W.s  of  tho  Allied  Forces. 
Somo  people  objected  to  him  and  acme  blaraod,  but  Pov.  YAMAC1UCHI ,  who 
had  some  firm  conviction  os  a  religious  man,  readily  complied  with  this 
very  praiseworthy  requost  of  Colonel  Since  then,  Rev,  YAMuGl’CHI. 

as  a  sergeant-major  and  at  the  some  time  as  a  priest,  has  never  spent  a 
day  without  offoring  morning  and  evening  prayors,  for  the  souls  of  tho 
departod  enemy  soldiers  evon  when  ho  was  busy  with  military  duties. 

Tho  temple  fortunately  escapod  the  damages  from  the  repeated  air 
raid  bombing,  but  it  was  not  a  few  times  that  these  sacred  urns  in  his 
0h ergo  wire  thrown  off  the  depository  oloovos  by  tho  oxplosive  shocks. 

In  spire  of  those  difficult  circumstances,  and  of  the  public  criticisms 
ho  hes  faithfully  kept  watch  over  his  procioua  charge  until  the  termi- 
.  nation  of  war.  Meantime,  tho  Temple  was  askod,  when  tho  Tsumura  Branch 
Temple  of  tho  Osaka  Klta-MIdo  was  bombed,  to  take  chargo  of  the  ashes 
of  the  Japenese  soldiers  which  had  been  kept  in  the  somo  temple.  Thus 
tho  remains  of  the  Alliod  P.O.W.s  and  Japanese  soldiers  came  to  be  laid 
togother  in  one  place,  and  the  Rev.  YAtAGUCHI  folt  o  greater  weight  of 
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hia  responsibility  therein.  On  the  landing  of  the  Occupation  Army  of 
the  Allied  Powers,  its  advance  corps  found  the  ashes  of  their  soldiers 
bcinG  taken  charge  of  in  this  cordial  manner.  On  the  25th  of  last 
month  sovoral  of  their  officers  inspectatod  the  Temple  and  offered 
incense  in  the  Buddhist  fashion  while  a  memorial  servico  was  officiated 
V.y  the  Rev.  YAIi'JlUCHI ,  and  cordially  'expressed  their  gratitude  on 
behalf  of  the  Allied  Forces.'  On  tho  4th,  Lt.  Clarence  B.  Dimon  and 
2  other  soldiers  visited  the  Temple,  and  it  has  been  decided  that  from 
the  morning  of  the  5th, three  Allied  guards  are  by  turn  to  stand  doily 
on  guard  for  the  ashes  in  custody  of  the  Temple. 
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This  is  to  certify  that  the  story  marked  on  the 
photography  copy  of  nowspuyor  appeored  on  Oct.  6,  1945* 
issue  of  Osaka  /.sahi  Ghiir.bun. 


/S/  I.  SAK/.TtXTO  (seal) 

Chief, 

Librtry  Section, 
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